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GOP: Pension plan may sh shift 


Republican leaders say changes to Bevin’s proposal likely 


Tom Loftus 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — Many members 
of the House Republican majority have 
concerns about the proposed pension 
reform bill and some changes will be 
made, House Speaker Jeff Hoover said 
Tuesday. 


“It’s clear we’ve got a lot of work to do 
to move forward on this issue,” Hoover 
said Tuesday following a two-hour 
closed meeting of the House Republican 
Caucus. “... We have a lot of concerns. ... 
We're looking at moving forward and 
trying to address it in a more acceptable 
manner.” 

Hoover, R-Jamestown, said no head 
count was taken to see how many mem- 
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Wide range of groups all want 
transparency in pension debate 5A 


bers of the caucus support the bill in its 
current form, and he said he did not 
know when Gov. Matt Bevin will call the 
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“There will be changes. 

.. We’re listening to 
constituents, we’re listening 
to the groups that are 
affected by this.” 


House Speaker Jeff Hoover 
says House Republicans remain committed to 
doing all they can to passing a reform plan 
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Helping those in need 


If Thanksgiving makes you feel the need to serve 
others, here are 14 ways to give back. Food, 1D 
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Kentucky coach John Calipari says Hamidou Diallo will 
be on the bench if he settles for 3-pointers. Sports, 1C 
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Audubon Park police officers Scott Barto, left, and Chris Heaps 
patrol the highly trafficked Audubon Park neighborhood on T3 
scooters while wearing Knights of the Templar costumes, along 
with their police badges (at left), on Tuesday for Halloween. Barto 
and Heaps started a tradition of elaborate patrol costumes in the 
neighborhood three years ago. The first year the pair decided to go 
as “Paul Bart, mall cop.” They followed that with intricate werewolf 
“This year we really went all out,” Barto said. “The 
people of Audubon Park are just special,” Heaps said. “Everybody 
waves and they gave more, so we wanted to give more.” 
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Hospitals 
receive 
average 
grades 


Only 1 local facility 
gets an A in rankings 


Grace Schneider 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Louisville-based Norton Health- 
care scored impressive gains in a 
newly released national ranking of 
hospitals’ patient safety scores. 

Two of Norton’s three local hospi- 
tals stepped up in letter grades this 
fall and one of its facilities, Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital, leaped from 
a C grade last year to an A in scores 
from the health care watchdog Leap- 
frog Group. 

That was the bright spot in an oth- 
erwise average showing for hospitals 
in the region — and for Kentucky 
overall. 

Leapfrog assigned letter grades to 
more than 2,500 U.S. hospitals, in- 
cluding 50 in Kentucky. It examined 
reports on medical errors, accidents, 
injuries, infections and patient expe- 
rience. Kentucky ranked 34th, and 
Indiana 23rd. 

Three local Baptist hospitals, on 
Kresge Way in St. Matthews, in La 
Grange and Baptist Hospital Floyd in 
New Albany, Indiana, each received 
C’s. That represented a drop from B’s 
a year ago for the Kresge facility and 
for LaGrange hospital. 

Baptist officials declined to pro- 
vide additional data to Leapfrog to 
supplement the publicly reported da- 
ta used to create numerical scores 
that are then converted to letter 
grades A through F. 

“Baptist Health Louisville does 
not participate in the survey so our 
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*Coupon must be presented to technician at time of service. Coupon cannot be combined with other offers. Customer must be within service area. Offers valid Mon. - Sat. until 8 PM. Coupon may not be applied to previous purchase. HVAC Lic #: HM00071 Plumbing Lic #: MP4988 Electrician Lic #: ME18765 + If your utility bill is not reduced by the cost of the tune-up this season, we'll refund 
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